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It is often said that had the German Government really
wanted peace, even after learning of the Russian general
mobilization, it should have contented itself with declaring
German mobilization and then standing on the defensive;
that Sazonov would have lived up to his promises that the
Russian army would make no attack but stand with arms
grounded.; and that this would have again given the diplo-
matists a chance to find a peaceful solution. It is said, in a
word, that the proper answer to mobilization is counter-
mobilization and not war. But this argument leaves out
of view the fact that in St. Petersburg and Paris, as well as
in Berlin, the maxim had long been accepted by military
men, and by the highest political authorities like Tsar
Alexander III,104 that "mobilization means war," It had
been clearly hinted by Pourtales to Sazonov on the after-
noon of July 29 before Russia ordered general mobiliza-
tion,105' It was obviously clear to the Tsar on July 30 in
view of his hesitation to yield to Sazonov's arguments and
to accept the solemn responsibility which he realized would
send thousands and thousands of men to their death.106
And it was explicitly stated by Bethmann to the Prussian
Council of Ministers on July 30: "The declaration of
Threatening Danger of War' meant mobilization, and this
under our conditions—mobilization toward both sides—
meant war."x?7
The argument also leaves out of view the fact that in
the plans of the General Staffs everywhere on the Continent
mobilization was inextricably bound up with the "plan of
campaign/' which provided not only for the march to the
frontier but in most cases the crossing of the frontier in
order to get the advantage of the offensive and the waging
(Schafer, pp. 538-543) and Emperor William made a similar appeal to
Emperor Francis Joseph at 4:40 PJML (KD,> 503)*
 104	gee above ch, x, at notes 77-80.
 105	See above ch, x, at note 37,
*o«See ^ove, ch, x, at notes 53, 60, 61*	*o?K.D., 456,

